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A Proclamation for the well ordering of the 
Silke Trade, throughout England, & c. 


BY Hereas vpon diſcouery of ſome notable abuſes in the falſe dying 


Hof Silke, which had trept in vpon the Trade, by the fraud and coue- 

e ot ſome ill uſpoled perſons; whereby befides the intult increaſe of 
ce weigbts, the Silke was weakened andcozrupted, and the colour 
aao Wozle, to the great abuſeof Us and our ſubietts, and to the 

NEV 7 [/@\ | apparant ouerthzow of the whole Trade. if the ſame ſhouldnot baue 

RFI ©, | beene pzeuented : Wee taking into Our Pztncely conſideration the 
— — = many benefits that doe redound to Our louing ſubiects, by the im⸗ 
poztation of raw Silke from fozraigne parts, and wozking the ſame into Panufactures heere 
at home, whereby multitudes of Our pooze people are dayly ſet on wozke and maintained, 
though to Dur owneloſle; did heretofoze by Pur publique Pzoclamation ginen at Our Court 
at Farnham, the ninth day of Auguſt in the ſixth yecre of Our reigne, vtterly fozbid the vſe of all 
ſuch deceit, and falſitie in the dying of Silkes, and fo the pzeſent did thereby pzeſcribe ſome rules 
to be oblerued, foz the pꝛeuenting of the like abuſes thereafter, vntill vpon ſerious and mature 
deliberation by the aduice of Dur Councell , wee ſhould bee able co make a moze abſolute 

| refozmation. 

And whereas, Wee finding by experience vpon other Trades, that this ſo great and good a 
Wozke was not th:oughly and perfectly to bee done and perfozmed by any other way, then by 
a Cozpozatton to conſiſt ofthoſe perſons and members thereof, who hauing knowledge in the 
ſeuerall Trades oꝛ Myſteries of wozking,and dying of Silke,could beſt take timely notice ofand 
diſcouer the leuerall deceipts and abuſes, which other wile would from time to ttme be attempted, 
and vſed therein vpon mature conſideration, did thereunto encline as vnto the way tending tothe 
intreale of theſaid Trade, and maintauing the eſtimation thereof (which woe much defire,) And 
thereupon by Our Letters Patents, bearing date at Weſtminſter, the twentieth day of Pay laſt 
did touſtitute, oꝛdaine and declare,that the perſons therein named being perſons vling the Trade 
of buying, lelling and wozking of Silke, Gold, and Siluer thzced,and the ſeuerall Panufactures 
thereof,and their ſuccefſozs ſhould fo; euer hereafter be one bodie politique, and cozpozate by the 
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untl the Gourrnour and Company of Silkmen of Lon dos. lu the wel order of the Sake 
— Kingdomeaf England, thereby giuing them kull power and authozitie, to 
make, oꝛdeine, and eſtabliſh all, oz any ſuch Lawes, Statutes, Acts, Oꝛders Conſtitutions and 
a:dinances, foz the good gouernment, oꝛder and rule of the lald Gouernour and Company and 
enery 02 any of them ; As alſo all and ſingular other ſubtects of Us, Our Hetres and Suc- 
ceſſozs, reſiding within Our Kingdomes of England, Ireland, and Dominion of Wales, and inter⸗ 
medling with, oz in any Wile vling oz exerciſing the Art, Trade, oꝛ Pyſterie of a ke: man 
ſelling, 0z wozking of Silke, gold, oz filuer thzeed, oz Panufacturesmade of them, euery, oz any 
ofthem,as to them ſhould ſeeme meet and conuentent, foz the taking away, puniſhing and pꝛe⸗ 
nenting all pzeſent and fature abuſes, that then had oz at any time then alter, ſhould oz might 
ariſe o2grow vpon the ſaid Trade, inthe thzowing,twiſting, dying , mixing, weauing, wozking 
02 ſelling of Silke, oꝛ Silke wares, 0z Gold, oz Siluer thzeed, 02 in the ſeuerall Panufactures 
made of them, euery oꝛ any of them; and alſo all other abuſes whatſoeuer, from time to time 
growing oꝛ ariſing vpon the lad Silke Trade. And the ſame Statutes, Lawes, Acts, On- 
ders, Conſtitutions and Oꝛdinantes ſo had and made, to put in vze and execution accozdingly, 
and at their pleaſure to reuoke, repeale and diſſolue the ſame, oz any of them: which Letters 
Pattents e were the rather enclinedto grant, foz that We repoſed ſpectall truſt and confidence 
inthoſe of che ſaid Company, foz the well oꝛdering of the ſaid Trade, and taking away the abu- 
les ved therein. 

Aud whereas at the time of the publiſhing of the fozeſaid Pꝛotlamation, becauſe it was 
then concetued theſe nine collours, Viz Liuer colour , Deroy, Tawnte, Purple, Frenchgreene, 
Gingerline, Deere colour, Oꝛenge colour os light Ruſſert, could not bee dyed without ſome in⸗ 
treaſe of weight moze then other colours, and thereupon moze allowances of weight and re- 
medie, were thereby pꝛeſtribed to thoſe colours, then to all others. 

And fozaſmuch, as it hath lately appeared vnto Us, by the humble Petitton of the Gouer- 
tour, and Company of Silke-men afozeſa(d, that bpon ſeuerall ſollemne debates and tryals, 
bythemmade, foure of thoſe colours , viz. Frenchgreene, Gingerline, Deere colour, and Oz- 
renge colour may be dyed, without any encreaſe of weight other then all other colours haue, And 
the rell, viz. Light Ruſſet, Liner colour, Deroy, Tawnie,and Purple. without ſo much encreaſe 
as was thereby allowed, and that a certaine weight as was then ſet , cannot ſafely bee contt- 
nned bpon any ofthoſe colours, in regard ſome Sflkes will be boyled do wne to twelue Dunces, 
and others but to twelue Ounces and a halfe, oz neere thirteene Ountes, and yet by colour 
thereof, not onely thoſe colours,but a multitude of others vnder their names, may be dyed vpto 
thirteene Ounces and a halfe, and thereby neere an Ounce in euery pound vntulliy gained, and 
thatthereupon the ſaid Gouernour, and Company accozding to the power giuen vnto them. vy 
Our ſaid Charter. Haut the ſecond day of Auguſt 1aſt made an Ozdinance, That whatſoeuer 
Dilke ſhould bee found, to bee thereafter heauy dyed, either by not being fully diſcharged of the 
Summe oz increaſed in the weight, by the ingzedients in the dying. abouethe true nature of the 
Dlke it ſelfe , and what the beſt and lighteſt Dye mult neceſſarily adde to make the colour good, 
firme, and beautifull, that all ſuch Silke ſo dyed aboue the true nature thereof, t 55 
ume ſhould bee found, ſhould, . which they firſt 


their generall Court and after ſent foꝛ the Silke Þyers andthetr Journey men, and haut cauſed 
the ſame to bee openly read vnto them; yet tn regard of the certaine weights. let by the lad 
fozmer Pzoclamation vpon dying of the laid Colours, many of them fearenot to diſobey the ſaid 
ozdinance though the ſame were made dy men expert in that trade bpon lundꝛie trials firſt had, 
and foꝛ pꝛeuenting of the ſaid abuſes and wꝛong done to our people thereby, without a due obſer- 
nance ol which, and all other the good oꝛdtnantts and ozders from time to time to bee made, the 
refozmation which hath beene deſired and intended cannot bee effected : And therefoze humbly 
pzayed that out of Our tender care of the good p2oſperitie of our ſatd people in the Trade, x that 
the laid Gouernour and Companie may bee moze readily obeyed in all plates and in all the wales 
ofthe refozmation as occaſion ſhould from time to time require. e by our Royall Pzoclamation 
would be pleaſed to declare that we haue repoſed ſpeciallconfidence in the care andinduſtrie of the 
ſaid Gouernour and Company , and to command obedience and aſſiſtance therein and thereunto 
fromallperſons whom it may any Way concerne, accozding to the tenoz andtrue meaning ofour 
ſald Charter. 

How to the end that none of our louing Subtects may pꝛetend ignoꝛante of Hur RoyallPlea- 
luxe in that behalle, but that what wee haue pꝛohibited and commanded by our ſald Charter oz 
by Our fozmer Pzoclamation may be fully knowne and publiſhed. and accozdingly obſerued and 
obeyed, wee doe therefoze hereby ſtreightly charge and command that no Silke-dyer doe at any 
time hereafter vſe any cozzupt 02 deteitfull dzugs oz ingredients in dying of Silkes either into 
black oz colours, wherby the weight of the Hilke ſhall oz may be increaſed in the dying aboue the 
truenature of the Silke it ſelfe, and what the beſt and lighteſt Die muſt neceſſarfly adde to make 
the colour good. rme and beautifull, And that this may be ſo done andobſerued, we doe hereby 
will and command the ſaid Gonernour and Company of Sukemen of London and their ſutteſ- 
lozs loꝛ the time being that they from time to time diligently ſearch foz,x letze, oꝛ cauſe to be letzed, 
all ſuch Silkes as ſhall be ſaſpected to be hereafter fally dyed contrary to the ſaid ozdinance and 
this Pur Royall Command, and foozthwith to make triall thereof, and if vpon triall thereof 
made, the lame ſhall be found to exceed the weights and allowances in the lald fozmer Pzoclama- 
tionſpecified,oz to be falfly died, though they be vnder that weight. then to cauſe the ſame to be bur- 
ned, and that not onely the Silke may bee burned and deſtroyed, but the true owner the better 
found out and puntſhed. 

We do ltkewtle ſtrictly charge command all our people whatſoeuer,in any wile vſing any part 
of che laid trade, that they with conſtant markes, and as neere as they can, differing from o⸗ 
ther mens, doe marke and diſtinguiſh whatſoeuer goods oꝛ wares they ſhall ſell oz wozke , and 
that no man doe vſe an others marke,wherby his owne fraudes may be hidden, and the innocent 
drought into trouble oz lulpitton: And foz that wee haue beene line wile by them infozmed that 
abuſe and wꝛong may growe to our people by the making gold e filuer thzed and oes ol falſe and 
deceitfull mettalls , ſtuffe and matertalls , wee hereby vtterly fozbid the lame, and doe com- 
mand the ſaid Gonernour and Company , that they likewiſe from time to time make diligent 
ſearch to diſcouer the lame, and cauſe trialls to be made of all ſuch as they ſhall ſuſpect, wheredy 
the lame may be found out andpuniſhed. And to the end that this Our Royall Command heres 


nde not hindered by lach who being faulty may oppole themlelues again the ſearches xtrialls 
3 


from time to time, to bee made by the lad Gonernour and Company, and againſt other the 
a the lad Gonernour and Company, by Our ſatd 


— the end their Oꝛdinantes may bee the better perfozmed, obſerued and kept, we doe 

y ſirtigbtly charge and command all and euery Matoꝛs. Sheriffes, Juſtices of the Peace, 

— Conſtables, Cuſtomers, and all other Officers and Piniſters whatſoeuer, to de from 

ume to time in all things, helptng, ayding and aſſiſting , to the ſaid Gouernour and Company, 

their Officers, and Minilters, and as much as in them, oꝛ any of them , whom it ſhall oz may 

concerne lieth, to ſee Our pleaſure heerein to bee kept, odlerued, and perfozmed, as they tender 

Our pleaſure, and will anlwere the contrary at their perils, aud vpon luch puniſhments as tan 

02 may bee inflicted vpon the offendours , foz contempt of Our Royall pleaſure in this be- 
dale | 

And We doe hereby ltreightly charge a command, the ſaid Gouernour and Company.that they 
auto: ding to the truſt repoſed in them, by Our ſaid Charter, apply themſelues with all dligence, 
to the finding out of the deceipts and abuſes vſed in the laid Trade, and of the wayes and 
meanes of refozmation ofthe ſame,and that they doe goe on to make all ſuch further wholeſome 
Oninances, fo: the pzeuenting and puniſhing ofthe ſatd abuſes as ſhall be meet. 

Andlaſtly, becauſe there may be at this pzeſent, diuers quantitiesof Silke in the hands ofma- 
ryperſons, which was dyed attoꝛding to the fozmer Pzoclamation, and befoze the ſaid Oꝛdi⸗ 
nancemade and publiſhed as afozeſaid, which cannot be knowne vpon their ſearches, from that 
whichhath been dyed ſince, whereby ( if all hould be taken and burned) the tuſt may ſuffer with 
the butuſt. We doe therefoꝛe hereby ſtreightiy charge and command, that all Sflke,ſhozt ſkeynes, 
0; other wiſe heretofoze dyed into any ofthe ſame nine colours, be vented oꝛ tranlpoꝛted out of 
our Kingdome,o2 otherwiſe boyled off, and diſcharged of the ſaſd die, befoze Midſomer-day next 
Audit after that day any ſuch falle, oꝛ deceitfull dyed Hilke, either already ſo dyed, oz hereafter to 
tedyed,contrary to the ſaid ©2dinance, and this Our Royall command, ſhall be found in the hand 
of any perſon whatſoeuer, beſides the puniſhments afozeſaid , the Dilke(t ſelfe whereloeuer the 
lame ſhall be found ſhall be burnedand btterly deſtroyed. 


Giuen at our Court at New-market, the ſixteenth day of March, in the ſeuenth yeere of our Reigne of 
Great Britaine, France, and Ireland. 


God ſaue the King. 
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C Imprinced at London by Robert Barker, Printer to the 


Kings moſt Excellent M a 1s sT 18: and by che Aſsignes of 
Iohn Bill. M. DG. XXXII. 
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